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ITEM NO.18     Court 6 (Video Conferencing)          SECTION II-A

               S U P R E M E  C O U R T  O F  I N D I A
                       RECORD OF PROCEEDINGS

Miscellaneous Application  No(s).1876 of 2020 in 
SLP(Crl) No. 79/2020 

PRITI GOKHLANI                                     Petitioner(s)

                                VERSUS

THE STATE OF MADHYA PRADESH                        Respondent(s)

(WITH IA No. 101451/2020 - EXEMPTION FROM FILING AFFIDAVIT, IA No.
101448/2020 - MODIFICATION OF COURT ORDER)
 
WITH
MA 1877/2020 in SLP(Crl) No. 81/2020 (II-A)

(WITH IA No. 101469/2020 - EXEMPTION FROM FILING AFFIDAVIT, IA No.
101467/2020 - MODIFICATION OF COURT ORDER)
 
Date : 27-10-2020 These applications were called on for hearing today.

CORAM : 
         HON'BLE DR. JUSTICE D.Y. CHANDRACHUD
         HON'BLE MS. JUSTICE INDU MALHOTRA
         HON'BLE MS. JUSTICE INDIRA BANERJEE

For Petitioner(s) Mr. Sanjay Parikh, Sr. Adv.
                  Mr. Arvind Gupta, AOR
                   
For Respondent(s)
                    

UPON hearing the counsel the Court made the following
                              O R D E R

1 On 7 January 2020, the following order was passed by this Court in SLP (Crl)

Diary No 45028 of  2019 and SLP(Crl)  Diary No 45022 of  2019,  in which the

applicants were the petitioners before this Court:

“Delay condoned. 

We  are  not  inclined  to  entertain  the  Special  Leave
Petitions under Article 136 of the Constitution of India.
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The Special Leave Petitions are accordingly dismissed. 

However,  on  the  request  of  the  learned  counsel
appearing on behalf of the petitioner, we extend the time
for compliance of the order passed by the High Court by
a further period of two months. 

Pending applications, if any, are disposed of.”

2 The order of the High Court which was challenged before this Court was dated

21 February 2019 in MCRC No 4909 of 2019 and 4901 of 2019.  The High court

prescribed a time schedule for the payment of a total amount of Rs one crore in

instalments between 1 April 2019 and 1 December 2019 as a condition for the

grant of bail.  Subsequently, an order was passed by the High Court on 1 May

2019 rescheduling the payments.  Thereafter, by an order dated 2 December

2019, the High Court clarified the earlier order to a certain extent.

3 By the order of this Court dated 7 January 2020, an extension of two months was

granted to  pay  the total  amount.   Mr  Sanjay  Parikh,  learned Senior  Counsel

appearing on behalf of the applicants states that an amount of Rs 70 lakhs still

remains to be paid. He submits that the delay has arisen due to the precipitate

decline in business activities during the on-going pandemic and the applicants

will comply with the direction for payment, for which a further extension of time

may be allowed. Mr Parikh submitted that besides the amount which is to be

paid by the applicants, other members of the family have been subjected to

conditions for payment. By the Miscellaneous Applications, the applicants have

sought a rescheduling of payments due by the applicants between 10 October

2020 and 1 December 2021.

4  In view of the previous order of this Court dated 7 January 2020, which  granted

two  months’  time  to  the  applicants,  there  is  no  question  of  this  Court

rescheduling the remaining dues over a period as long as until December 2021,

as prayed. However, considering the difficulties which have arisen due to the
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outbreak of Covid – 19, it would be appropriate if the applicants are directed to

pay a further amount of Rs 30 lakhs expeditiously conditional on which they may

be granted permission to move the High Court for rescheduling the remaining

instalments.  

5 Having regard to the situation which has arisen due to the onset of Covid-19,

time  is  granted  to  the  applicants  to  demonstrate  their  bona  fides.   We

accordingly direct that the applicants shall pay:

(i) An amount of Rs 10 lakhs within one week from today;

(ii) An amount of Rs 10 lakhs by 15 November 2020; and

(iii) An amount of Rs 10 lakhs on or before 30 November 2020.

6 The above amount shall be payable in the manner as indicated in the order of

the High Court.  Conditional on the applicants effecting the above payment, we

grant them liberty to move the High Court for rescheduling the instalments of

the amounts which remain to be paid.  

7 Until 30 November 2020, no coercive steps shall be taken against the applicants

so as to enable them to comply with the above directions.  In the event that

there  is  a  breach  in  compliance  with  any  part  of  the  above  directions,  the

applicants shall  lose the benefit  of  the present  order.   In  the event that the

applicants comply with payment in accord with the above time schedule, we

grant them liberty to move the High Court for considering their application for

rescheduling further instalments.

8 The above order has been passed in view of the assurance  of the applicants

that they have a genuine desire to make complete payments and the delay has

occurred due to the prevailing pandemic.
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9 The Miscellaneous Applications stand disposed of.

  (SANJAY KUMAR-I)                (SAROJ KUMARI GAUR)
     AR-CUM-PS                           COURT MASTER
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