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S /ORDER

Manoj Kumar Aggarwal (Accountant Member)

1. At the time of hearing, it transpires that the appeal of the
assessee has been dismissed by learned first appellate authority vide
order dated 05.08.2022 for want of condonation of delay of 433 days
since the assessee could not establish sufficient cause for late filing of
the appeal. The return of income as filed by the assessee was
processed u/s 143(1) which was rectified vide order dated 23.11.2019.
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This intimation was in further challenge before Ld. First appellate
authority.

2. The Ld. AR submitted that part of delay was attributable to
lockdown situation arising out of Covid-19 Pandemic and accordingly,
Ld. AR pleaded for condonation of delay which has been opposed by
Ld. Sr. DR.

3. Considering the fact that part of delay was attributable to
lockdown situation arising out of Covid-19 Pandemic and considering
the principle of natural justice, the bench formed an opinion that the
delay was to be condoned. However, this concession would be subject
to payment of cost of Rs.10,000/-. The same shall be paid by the
assessee within one month from the date of receipt of this order to
‘Tamil Nadu State Legal Services Authority’ at Hon’ble High Court of
Madras. The proof of the same shall be furnished by the assessee to
learned first appellate authority who shall proceed to adjudicate the
issues on merits.

4. The appeal stands allowed for statistical purposes

Order pronounced on 26" September, 2022.
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